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1. Abstract 

This research aims to improve students' beginning writing skills through Project Based 
Learning model in class IA of SD Negeri Kotagede 3. This type of research is a Classroom Action 
Research (PTK). This research was conducted in two cycles, each of which consisted of four 
stages, namely (1) Planning, (2) Implementation, (3) Observation, and (4) Reflection. The 
samples taken in this study were 27 students of class 1A consisting of 15 male students and 12 
female students. This research was conducted in May 2023, The collection techniques were 
carried out by writing tests, observation and documentation. The average initial value of 
students' writing skills before action or pre-cycle was set at 55.78%. The results of this study 
showed that students' beginning writing skills in cycle I were 60.41% and in cycle II were 
82.76% with a percentage increase of 22.35%. Based on the research results, it can be 

concluded that learning using the Project Based Learning model can improve students' 
beginning writing skills and students' enthusiasm in following the learning process. 
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2. Introduction 

Students have different language abilities and skills. There are four language skills used 

in exchanging and obtaining information. The four language skills include listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. One of the four skills that students must master is writing. According to 

Saleh Abbas (2006:125), writing skills are the ability to express ideas, opinions, and feelings to 

other parties through written language. The accuracy of expressing ideas must be supported 

by the accuracy of the language used, vocabulary, and spelling. To overcome these problems, 

researchers try to find references and other learning media that can improve students' writing 

skills, namely by using the Project Based Learning (PjBL) model. 

Based on observations in class 1A of SD Negeri Kotagede 3, it shows that in the learning 

process students are still often wrong in the use of words in each word, writing words or 

sentences that are not neat from the lines in the book. The teacher only uses the lecture method 

and capitalises on the distributed student textbooks. This indicates that students' writing skills 

are still low. One of the children with intelligence barriers who can still be developed in their 

academic potential is children with mild intelligence barriers. This is reinforced by the opinion 

of Wardani, et al (in Nunung Apriyanto, 2013 p. 36) who argue that children with mild 

intelligence barriers can still learn to read, write, and simple arithmetic have the characteristics 

of intelligence that develops at a speed between half and three-quarters of normal speed and 

stops at a young age. 

There are various learning models that can improve students' writing skills, one of which 

is the Project Based Learning (PjBL) learning model. According to (Fahrezi et al., 2020) Project 

Based Learning Model (PjBL) is a learning model that applies problems to be the first step in 

acquiring new knowledge based on the experience of concrete life activities. The learning 
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process focuses on a relatively long learning system. This model focuses on problems and 

combines concepts from various disciplines and knowledge (Pratiwi et ak., 2018). 

According to the above statement, the Project Based Learning (PjBL) learning model can 

improve students' writing ability by improving their initial writing skills, tidiness, and clarity in 

writing. To implement it, planning is needed that is adjusted to the characteristics and 

background. 

Based on research conducted by Desyandri, et al (2019) entitled "Application of Project 

Based Learning Model to Improve Music Art Learning Outcomes in Integrated Thematic 

Learning in Elementary Schools" the results showed that improvements and improvements: (1) 

cycle I lesson plans with a score of 87.28% (Good) have increased to 94.44% (Very Good); (2) 

implementation of learning by teachers in cycle I with a score of 83.33% (Good) has increased 

in cycle II by 80.95% (Good), has increased in cycle II to 90.48% (Very Good); and (4) music 

learning outcomes in cycle I obtained an average of 73.12 has increased in cycle II to 83.67. 

Based on problems supported by empirical data, the solution provided by researchers to 

overcome these problems is "Improving Students' Beginning Writing Skills Through Project 

Based Learning Models for Class 1A Students". 

3. Methods 

3.1. Participants and context 

This research was a Classroom Action Research (PTK) conducted at Kotagede 3 State 

Elementary School, Umbulharjo District, Yogyakarta City, Yogyakarta Special Region 

Province. The subjects of this study were all students of class 1A SDN Kotagede 3, totalling 

27 students with a composition of 15 males and 12 females. This research was conducted 

in the second semester/evening of the academic year 2022.2023. 
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3.2. Material 

The procedure of this research was carried out in two cycles where each cycle 

consisted of two meetings, but if one cycle had not reached the target, it was continued 

with the next cycle. This PTK is a Classroom Action Research (PTK) model according to 

Kemmis and Mc Taggart which consists of four components, namely planning, acting, 

observing, reflecting. (Kemmis and MC, 1982: 8) 

 
3.3. Data collection and analysis 

The data collection techniques used were 1). Observation to determine the increase 

in students' confidence in learning which was carried out directly on learning activities. 

Sukmadinata (2013: 220) explains that observation is a way of collecting data by observing 

ongoing activities. 2) Interviews to find out the general description and problems that occur 

at the research site. The interview was conducted with the homeroom teacher of SDN 

Kotagede 3. 3) Documentation, The documentation technique in this study was in the form 

of photos of research activities and notes containing things faced or the condition of 

students in the classroom during the learning process. According to Sugiyono (2015: 329) 

documentation is used as a data collection technique where the researcher wants to 

conduct a preliminary study to find problems that must be researched, and is carried out 

in depth about the object to be studied as material for research. 

 
3.4. Ethical Considerations 

According to Suharsimi Arikunto (2009: 262) there are two kinds of research data 

analysis, namely quantitative descriptive analysis and qualitative descriptive analysis. 



Proceedings of the International Conference on Professional Teacher Education 
Yogyakarta, 29 July 2023 

Yunita, Wijayanti, and Jariyah 

 

1756 

 
 
 

  ISSN: 3025-020X 
  

 

Quantitative description is used to analyse data in the form of numbers, while qualitative 

descriptive is used to analyse data in the form of information in the form of sentences. The 

data in this study were obtained through observation and tests to find out the improvement 

of writing skills in class 1A of SDN Kotagede 3. This researcher used quantitative descriptive 

data analysis. 

Data analysis for writing skills in grade I students is descriptive statistical analysis, 

namely by finding the average, while the formula used uses guidelines from Sugiyono 

(2005: 43), namely: 

 

 
 

 
 

3.5. Study Limitations 

The hypothesis of this study is the use of Project Based Learning. Model can 

improve the writing skills of Grade 1 students at SD Negeri Kotagede 3 in the 2022/2023 

academic year. 

 
 

4. Results and Discussion 

This Classroom Action Research was conducted to improve the ability of beginning 

writing skills. The first step taken by the researcher before conducting the class action 

research was to observe the learning of writing skills in class 1A SDN Kotagede 3. The 
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learning of beginning writing skills is still done conventionally which is teacher-centred. 

Students only quietly listen to educators and participants are not involved in learning so 

that the results are not optimal and there are still many students whose class average 

score is 63.13. This research was conducted with the subject of class 1A students of SDN 

Kotagede 3 with a total of 27 students. 

Researchers applied the Project Based Learning (PjBL) model because the model is 

suitable for primary schools. Suranti, et al (2016: 73) said that the Project Based Learning 

model is an innovative learning that is stuent centred and places the teacher as a 

motivator and facilitator, where students are given the opportunity. 

The results of observations and interviews that have been conducted by researchers 

on 12 April 2023 show that there are problems in learning, namely low initial writing skills. 

Classroom Action Research 1A SDN Kotagede 3 was conducted in 2 cycles, where in 1 

cycle consisted of 2 meetings. Cycle I learning was carried out on 17 and 24 May 2023. 

The learning schedule for cycle II was 29 and 30 May 2023. This can be seen in the 

following table: 

 

Table 1. Percentage of Average Score Results 

 

Based on the table above, the results of the application of the Project Based Learning 

model show an increase in students’ beginning writing skills in the pre-cycle of 55.78%, 

an increase in cycle I of 60.41%, and an increase in cycle II of 82.76%. 
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The average students’ beginning writing skills increased by 22.35% from cycle I to cycle II. 

The increase in students’ beginning writing skills  almost all indicators increased. 

5. Conclusion 

The Classroom Action Research that has been conducted shows that the Project 

Based Learning model can improve the beginning writing skills of class 1A students of 

SDN Kotagede 3. This can be seen from the pre-cycle observation of 55.78%, an increase 

in cycle I of 60.41%, and an increase in cycle II of 82.76%. The average students' 

beginning writing skills increased by 22.35% from cycle I to cycle II. Thus, the application 

of Project Based Learning model can improve the beginning writing skills of students in 

class 1A SDN Kotagede 3. 
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